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Gal 5:22,23
Fruit and the Kingdom

We were sitting with our group at lunch when the cultural
advisor stood up with some local fruit in his hand. “What is
the difference between the fruit that is found in the troPical
regions (like Thailanc{) and the fruit that is available in your
home countries?” he asked. There were a few attempts to
define the difference but then Peter said “the main
difference is that all of the fruit that grows ]ocang here has
to be Pcclcd, opened or otherwise “unlocked” from the
Protcctivc outside Iaycr. You can’tjust bite into it and

ambassadors and live incarnationa”g we will have to
work at it on a dai]y basis.

(Come to think of it, the same is true of becoming
and being a Christian. Jesus was quite clear about
the fact that he did not come to make our lives
easier. As an cvangclist Jesus went out of his way
to make it hard for PCOPIC to come to him.
Remember his answer to the clisciplcs when the

asked him wl'lg he sPoke in Parab]es’.’ Jn Matt 1% he

erjog it. You have to work at it.”

As we thought about this Fctcr went on to
cxPIain that the same is true of | hai culture and
of most cultures here in Asia. Manﬂ Foreigners
on]g see the exterior because they either do not
have the time or do not take the time to

Living Ccross~
cultura”g is not
casy. lt takes
effort

uoted the Prophct |saiah and said that
3’!6 “secrets of the Kingclom of Heaven
had been given to (the c}isciples) but not
Farablcs tended to
obscure the truth to those who whose
hearts were not turned toward God.

to (’chc Peop]e).

investigate further. |nside Asian fruit there is a multitude of
tastes and flavours. Some is very sweet like Pinea le,
other fruit like durian is chinite]g an acquircd tastel  All
Asian fruit however requircs effort in order to find out what
it is like. For us as “Farang” (western ?orcigncrs) what we
initia“3 see is not rca”g what is there. |t takes effort to get
to know Pcople and understand their Point of view and what
and how theg think about tl‘zings.

Living cross cultura“g is not easy. |t takes effort. T here will
be some things (like durian) that are clownright unP]easant
H: we are to be God’s

when we first encounter them.

Fraisc and Fraqcr

Praise for :

e A wonderful week off and time spent with
friends

o T he opportunity to meet with many of our
«O colleaguies for a day of Prayerin July

e \We now have our own transPortation——Bonus!

. Continuec{ progress in Language stucly. We

have Progresscd to

Personal contact information . ,

Email—miller.rod.anne@gmail.com our Thai AB,Cs
Or

PO Box 58 Lopburi 15000 Thailand

ianguage training during the
final 6 months. Sometimes we
feellike the scarecrow in the
Wizard of Oz

“]H only had a brain”

Ancl the needed

exp]anations of what_Jesus was saying.

even disciples constant

After we become (Christians it does not get any
easier. Think about the “fruit of the
SPirit” (Gal 5:22,23). This is not something we
Proc{uce, but is Proc]uccd in us }33 [is SPirit. For
us to get at the ]ove,jog, peace, Patience, kindness,

oodness, Faithgulness, gent]eness and self-control
takes effort. Wc are constant]\tj having to Pecl away
the things that prevent us from cnjoying the fruit
(God's Spirit has P]aced in our lives.

Fragcr Needs:
e Weare aPProaclﬂing the 6 month (midwaﬂ) point

of Language Stucly. Frag for continued G:resh)

enthusiasm and stamina to complete the first level of our
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