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Eph 6:12
A Glimpsc of the Dark Side

“/ knew a /.ady who had /Dro[cssea/ to believe in J@sus. A
spl'r/i' Ac‘/ot coming to her in a dream. [ his /aafg believed it
was the slo/r/t of her c/augﬁter who had died. [ven when /
cx/o/a/hec/ to her that SPI/I‘//fS are fallen angc/s whose intent is
She
eventua/{g left off éc/fevfn‘g because this belief in the S/D/r/t
ca///ng her actua/[g bound her so that she could not cary on

to deceive she would not accc/ot this as true.

trusting in Jesus.”

Thc above storg was told to us by a Thai Pastor who has

from home it is common to go and pay homage to the
main shrine (spirit) of that town so that no harm
befalls them while theg are visiting that Place.

Thai Puddhism is closelg connected to sPirit
worship because it is the vehicle wherebg PeoP]e
connect with the spirit world. Most People who are
Buc{dhists will have either a tattoo, token, amulet or
some combination of things to protect them from
spirits when theg are away from their own home.

had first-hand experience of the sririt world,
]owing is a

Pcrsona”3 and in his Fami]g. The fo
summary of some of the things he told us.

Belief in sPirits is rooted cleeP] in the world-view

“The T ruth will

set you free”

Jol’m 8:32

Pecause of the Puddhist teachings

about kharma and the circle of existence,
spirits are part of the circle. T herefore,

making merit and doing goocl are

of the T hai PeoPle. Nearlg all T hais think that
sPirits are the sPirits of PcoPlc that have died and theg
cannot accept the Christian eglanation that sPirits are in

fact fallen angcls in ]eague with Satan himself.

As a result of their belief in the origin of sPirits, thcy feel
compelled to care for thcm, P]acatc and appease them.
Thcg “know” that the spirits are more Power‘Fu] than peo le
and as a result it is important to activclg a”g themselves with
the most Powcncul SPirit thcy can find. House SPirits have
greater Crotcncg than roving sPirits so every house in

T hailan

has a Place where the spirit of the house is
revered and honoured. E_very city and town has a sPirit

a]so, so when Thai Peop]e travel or visit somewhere away

Fraisc and Fraqcr

Praise for :

e (Continued progress in Language stuclg‘

o Visitto the local technical co”cge on ]Ju]g

e (Observation of some | hai cultural events (2
funerals —(Christian & Puddhist- and a

(hristian wedding) ¢
e Answered Pragerpor (Christian co”eagues
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to the
sPiri’cs. Buddhism does not teach victory over the

necessary in their relationshi

spirits itjust talks about how to appease them

As Christians we need to be aware of these things
and also that these Peop]e are in bondage to
somet"ling they do not understand and which
u]timate]y has the power to clestrog their lives. The

message of the g;ospe] is freedom. Jesus said he is

the | ruth Uohn I"hé) and he also said that if you
know the truth (Himself) then the truth will set you
free Uohn 8:52).

Flease pray for the liberation of the T hai Peop]c

from their bonclage to the sPirit world.

Fragcr Needs:

e The Politica] situation is still not stable even

after an aPParent decisive election outcome

° A re{:reshing week away in the
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